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AMorigfl:  the  many  Advantages  flowing 
from  the  Excellency  of  the  Englim 
Confutation,  One  of  the  moll  confix 
derable  is  the  Facility  of  abrogating 
old  Laws,  when  found  to  be  inconvenient^ 
by  the  Creation  of  others  better  framed  for 
the  Security  and  Happinefs  of  the  People,  it 
muft  be  owned  indeed,  That  Reformations  of 
every  Kind  may  be  brought  about  with  more 
Expedition,  in  Countries  where  the  Regal  .Au- 
thority is  abfolute  and  unlimited  ;  becaufe  when 
All  depends  upon  the  Will  of  one  Man,  &e- 
folutions  are  fooner  taken,  and  Orders  execu- 
ted with  greater  Impetubfity;  than  they  can 
poffibly  be  in  mixt  Governments.  But  a  true: 
B  Information 
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Information   of  the   State  of  Things,    upon 
which  only  a  perfect  Reformation  can  be  ground- 
ed, is  much  longer   in  reaching  the  Ears   of 
fuch   a  Prince  than  is  confident  with  the  Con- 
dition of  thofe  that  fuffer.     It  is  fome  Time 
before  the  Caufe  of  an  Evil  is  difcerned,  even 
by  fuch  as  feel  it,  much  longer  before  it  will 
be  taken  Notice  of  by  thofe  whom  it  does  not 
affect,  and  far  longer  ftill  e'er  it  begets  fuch 
a  Degree   of  Compaflion  as  may  induce  Men 
in  Power  to  attempt  a  Redrefi  :    So  that  con- 
sidering the  Diftance  between  a  Cottage  and 
the  Throne,  how  few  Acceffes  there  are  to  it, 
and  thofe  how  impracticable,  it  is  rather  to  be 
wondered,  that  an  exact  Knowledge  of  the 
Miferies  endured  by  the  forlorn  Part  of  Man- 
kind mould  ever  penetrate  thither,  than  that 
it  mould  be  fo  long  in  its  Progreflion.    But 
this  is   not  all  :  The  dazling  Grandeur  that 
furrounds  a  Kivgy  prefents  a  Scene  fo  widely 
different  from  thofe  which   begirt  the  unfortu- 
nate, that  it  requires  the    utmoft  Force   and 
Extent  of  the  human  Capacity,    at  once  to  en- 
joy the  one,   and  conceive  a  true  Idea  of  the 
other  :    Infomuch,   that   a  Prince  who  fhould 
even  wilh  to  manifeft  himfelf  the  real  Father 
of  his  People,  except   he  be  equally  wile  and 
gracious,  conftant  and  penetrating  ;   except  he 
be  fevere  to   himfelfj    and ,  companionate   to- 
wards 
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wards others,  He  will  never  grow  acquainted 
with,  and  much  lefs  can  he  provide  Remedies 
for  thofe  Grievances  to  which  the  lower  Part 
of  Mankind  is  conftantly  expofed 

From  this  State  of  the  Cafe,  one  would  be 
apt  to  think  at  firrt  Sight,  that  a  quick   Re- 
drefs  of  Grievances  mould  be  peculiar  to  po- 
pular States ;  and  efpecially  to  fuch  whofe  Re- 
gents are  chofen  from  amongft  the  People,  and 
may  from  thence  in  fome  meafure  be  conflder- 
ed  in  the  Joint-Character  of  Reprefentatives  and 
Sovereigns.     But,  whether  Governments  founded 
merely  in  the  Confent  of  the  People,   are  of 
a  Nature  that  does    not  eafily   admit  Altera- 
tions ?      Whether    the    ruling  Members  in   a 
Commonwealth,    would    beget   a  Loyalty    to 
themfelves  under  Colour  of  a  Uriel:  Adherence 
to  the   Laws  in  Being  ?     Or,  whether  in  States 
thus  moulded,  there  grows  up  a  certain  Cynical 
Morofenefs  impatient  of  any  Change   or  Re- 
laxation?    Certain   it  is,    that   fome    of    the 
moii:  eminent  and   zealous  Republicans,  as   well 
of  old  Rome  as  other  modern  States,  have  been 
extreamly  tenacious  of  old  Cuiloms,  and  from 
the  Dread  of  Innovation,  have  continued  to  live 
under  the  Force   of  Laws,    which   had   long 
bccn4ound  both  inconvenient  and  abfurd. 

The 
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The  Conftitution  of  England  is  compound- 
ed of  all  that  is  moft  excellent  in  the  feveral 
Governments  of  the  One,  the  Few,  and  the 
Many.  The  People  have  Reprefentatives  too 
nearly  allied  to  them  to  be  long  unacquainted 
with  their  fmallcft  Grievances,  as  well  as  their 
more  important  Intercfts.  The  Peers  of  the 
Reafoi  form  a  Kind  of  illuftrious  Jlrijiocracy, 
and  are  at  once  the  Guardians  of  Juftice,  as 
well  as  a  ftrong  and  reciprocal  Defence  againlt 
the  Encroachments  of  the  Crown  on  the  pub- 
lick  Liberties,  or  the  Invafions  of  the  People 
on  the  Rights  of  the  Prerogative.  The  Exe- 
cutive Power  is  lodged  in  the  Sovereign,  and 
when  once  Laws  are  enacled,  the  King  is  MaH-i 
er  of  the  whole  Force  and  Power  of  the  Na- 
tion to  force  an  Obfervance  of  them. 

A  Government  fo  conftituted  will  be  frequent 
in  Improvements  of  every  Kind  5  yet,  not- 
withftanding  our  natural  Tendency  to  Refor- 
mation, there  is  one  Point  in  which  all  our 
Neighbours,  of  every  Denomination,  have  got 
the  Start  of  us.  This  relates  to  Debtors  truly 
infehent,  who  are  certainly  the  moft  mifcrable 
Set  of  Men  in  every  Society  that  have  any 
Title  to  a  Share  in  the  publick  Companion. 
The  following  Quotation  will  give  the  Reader 
a  View  of  the  Dutch  Laws,  with  Relation   to 

Debtors 
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Debtors  in  general.  It  is  taken  from  a  Book 
newly  publiihed,  intituled,  Batavia  Illujtratay 
&c.  by  On/low  Burrifi,  Efq; 

The  Author,  at  the  Clofe  of  that  Section 
which  treats  particularly  of  Holland,  tells  us, 
that  he  cannot  end  his  Account  of  that  Pro- 
vince, without  remarking  the  Lenity  of  the 
Law  towards  Debtors.  cc  Never  was  there 
"  (fays  he)  fo  large  Credit  given  to  all  Sorts  of 
i(t  People  as  in  Holland,  and  never  any  Country 
a  where  To  few  languifh  in  Prifon.  In  1721, 
<c  thofe  confined  for  Debt  in  Amfierdam  were 
u  not  more  than  Five  and  Twenty :  A  trifling 
<(  Number  for  a  City  which  has  at  leaft  as  many 
u  trading  People  as  London.  The  fame  Lenity 
"  is  obferved  all  over  the  Province,  from  whence 
a  it  is  generally  (tho'  falfely)  underftood,  that 
a  the  Dutch  are  a  People  naturally  merciful, 
a  whereas  they  are  in  Reality  fevere  and  rigid; 
"  but  their  Laws  in  this  Refpecl:  are  gentle  in* 
44  deed,  and  it  may  be,  owe  their  Being  to  that 
u  cruel  Difpofition  of  the  People,  to  which 
^  they  are  in  themfelves  fo  oppofite.  For,  be- 
"  fore  it  was  enacted,  that  the  Creditor  Jhou Id 
i(t  fapport  his  Qrifoner  with  a  certain  dayly  AU 
"  lowance,  to  be  fettled  according  to  the  ^Plea- 
ci  fare  oj  the  Magi/Irate,  the  Prifons  were  crowd- 
<c  ed  with  miferable  Men  as  they  are  in  England; 

"  of 
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"  of  which  the  State  could  not  but  take  No- 
c  tice  at  laft,  and  from  thence  fell  upon  Means 
"  to  prevent  the  Lofs  of  fo  great  a  Number 
"  of  Subjects  to  the  <l>ublick  by  an  unufeful 
"  Detention.  And  as  thofe  who  owe  but  little, 
a  are  fecured  from  the  Perfecution  of  their  Cre- 
u  ditors,  by  the  Neceffity  of  maintaining  them 
"  in  Prifcn  ;  fo  they,  whofe  Debts  are  large, 
a  have  an  effectual  Method  to  avoid  perpetual 
u  Imprifonment,  by  conforming  to  the  Laws 
a  relating  to  Bankrupts.  When  any  Perfon  ac- 
iQ  quaints  the  Magiftrates  with  his  Infolvency, 
"  and  lays  before  them  an  exact  Account  of 
ic  his  Cr-cuniihiices,  they  immediately  order 
a  the  Coinmiffioners  of  Bankrupts  to  poflefs 
a  themfeives  of  his  Eftate,  and  exempt  his 
«  Perfon  from  all  Arreffe  for  Six  Weeks  ;  which 
"  Time  is  allowed  him  to  compound  with  his 
u  Creditors :  But  if  his  Endeavours  prove  in- 
cc  effectual,  which  foldom  happens  when  his 
"  Failure  appears  to  be  fairly  owing  to  Lories 
^  and  Misfortunes,  the  Commifiioners  at  the 
a  End  of  that  Term  fell  his  Eftate,  and  make 
^  a  Dividend  at  an  Average  to  the  Concerned; 
u  after  which  the  Magiflrates  acquit  and  exempt 
'*<  him  from  all  Gams,  whether  foreign  or  do- 
"  meflici)  nor  is  it  in  the  Power  of  any  or  all 
^:  of  his  Creditors  to  hinder  this  when  the  Fail- 
ft  ure  is  net  fraud uieftt,* 

*4  Another 
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"  Another  Method   of  obtaining   abfolute 
"  Freedom  in  Holland,  frill  more  expeditious 
"  than  the  former,  is  for  the  Debtor  to  apply 
"  to  the  (Provincial  High   Court  of  Jujfice,  re- 
c<  prefent  his  Condition,  and  give  up  all  he  has 
a  upon  Oath  :     Upon  which  he  is  exempted 
"  as  before  from  all  future  Claims,  and  is  again 
"  free  to    undertake  whatever   Commerce   he 
a  pleafes.     But  if  the  Bankrupcy  be  fraudulent, 
"  and  the  Debtor  takes  a  falfe  Oath,  the  Ma- 
"  giftrates   arc   authorized   to   punifh  him   ad 
"  Libitum,  even  with  Death  itfelf  if  they  think 
"  fit/ 

"  I  will  not  take  upon  me  either  to  blame 
"  or  approve  this  Facility  with  which  the  Par- 
"  ty  declares  himfelf  a  Bankrupt  in  Holland7 
"  and  obtains  his  Difcharge.     Certain  it  is,  that 
"  fraudulent  Bankrupcies  are  frequent  enough 
"  there  as  well  as   in  other  Countries,  and  that 
"  we  very  feldom  hear  of  any  Perfon's  Suffer- 
"  ing  capitally  on  that  Account.    But   for  the 
"  Law  which  directs  the  Creditor  to  maintain 
"  his  Debtor  in  Prifon,  the  good  Effects  of  it 
"  are  vilible  upon  the  whole  Community.     I 
"  remember  when  the  Bill  for  preventing  fri- 
«  volous  Arrefts  depended  in  (Parliament,  one 
"  Argument  brought    agatnft  it,    was,  that  it 
'4  would  deftroy  the   Credit  given  to  inferior 

"  People 
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a  People*  But  if  we  may  conclude  from  Ex- 
"  perience,  this  will  certainly  be  found  with- 
"  out  Foundation  ;  for  as  I  have  obferved, 
a  there  is  no  where  fo  much  Credit  given  to 
"  all  Degrees  of  Perfons  as  in  Holland,  tho* 
u  there  be  no  fuch  Thing  as  a  perfonal  Arreft 
"  before  the  Perfon  has  been  fummoned  Three 
u  Times  ;  unlefs  Oath  can  be  made  that  he 
"  is  about  to  fly  the  Country*  This  Effect 
"  the  Law  has  indeed>  that  every  Man  is  otn 
«  liged  to  take  Care  of  his  Character.  A 
<c  diflblute  Perfon  would  not  find  any  Credit 
<c  in  Holland^  and  therefore  all  are  under  a 
<c  Neceffity  of  eftablifhing  a  certain  Degree  of 
<c  Reputation,  proportioned  to  their  feveral 
c<  Conditions,  or  for  Want  of  this,  to  pre- 
a  ferve  at  leaft  a  Week's  Wages  before-hand} 
<c  without  which  it  would  be  impoffible  to 
"  fubfift.' 

"  If  the  Method  of  treating  Bankrupts  in 
"  Holland  be  not  perfect,  ours  in  England  is 
"  I  think  much  lefs  fo.  In  Holland  the  Ex- 
a  pence  of  going  thro*  an  Aft  of  Bankrupcy, 
a  even  before  the  High  Court  at  the  Hague,  is  not 
a  above  Twenty  Pound  Sterling  ;  with  "Us,  it 
"  is  at  leaft  Fourfcore.  In  Holland  the  Magi-; 
a  firates  are  Judges  of  the  Truth  or  Deceit 
"  of  the  Debtor,   and  ufe  him  accordingly  j 

with 
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a  with  us,  they  the  CommifTioners  are  of  Opi* 
"  nion  that   the   Certificate  ought  be  allowed, 
"  the  Creditors  have  it  in  their  Power  to  hin- 
"  der  it  ;  and  this   puts  many  upon  Practices 
"  to  make  Four-Fifths  in  Number  and  Value, 
"  that  are  extremely  fraudulent  and  iniquitous, 
"  In  Ho/laud  the  Degree   of  Punimment,    m 
"  Cafes  of  Fraud,  is  left  to  the  Pleafure  of  the 
Magiftrate ;    in  England  the  Law  admits  no 
"  Medium,    but  pronounces  either  Death   or 
u  an   Acquittal  ;    which  mull  naturally  make 
a  a  Bankrupt  doubly  cautious  in  his  Methods 
"  of  fecreting  his  Effects,  and  very  often  hin^ 
1  ders  his  being  detected,  thro'  a  certain  Ten- 
ic  derneis  which  the  Generality  of  Perfons  have 
"  for  another's  Life,   who  would  perhaps  apw 
xi  pear  againft  him,  were  the  Punimment  any 
"  Thing  lefs  than  Capital/ 

"  With  Regard  to  perfonal  Arreiis,  our  Law 
<c  has  indeed  been  lately  foftned  ;  but  furely 
4  there  remains  a  further  Reformation  to  be 
c  wifhed  tor.  Not  only  in  Holland,  but  In  France, 
"  Flanders,  Italy,  the  free  Towns  of  Germany, 
il  and  I  believe  I  may  add  every  other  Coun- 
"  try  except  GreauBritain  and  Ireland,  the 
"  Debtor  is  either  maintained  in  Prifon  by  his 
w  Creditor,  or  difcharged  upon  giving  up  his 
C  "  Ail 
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"  AIL    In  Holland  the  Law  is  inexorable  to- 

a  wards  Criminals,  but  indulgent   to  Debtors. 

8  We,  on  the  Contrary,  are  favourable  to  2>- 

*Nonexi-"  tinqtikt*  of  every  Kind,  but  cruel  even  to 

bishins    "  OpprefTion  where   we  have  any  Demand* 

tedsV™'"  This  has  lonS  been  a  g^at  and  juft  Re- 
mamQua-"  proach  to  us  amongft  our  Neighbours.  It 
■draatem.  <*  may  be  faid  without  Partiality,  that  England 

S  is  a  very  generous  Nation;  it  is  remarked 
"  by  Foreigners,  that  even  our  very  Mobs  are 
u>  equitable  in  their  Proceedings.  Fair  ^Play 
"  is  a  Phrafe  unknown  to  the  Reft  of  Europe  > 
a  yet  in  Countries  where  no  Man  foregoes  the 
ii  Advantage  he  has  over  his  Enemy,  and 
Ci  where  Forgivenefs  is  a  Stranger,  there  is 
c!  flill  far  lefs  Inhumanity  practifed  towards 
'*  Debtors  than  in  England*,  who,  tho'  unfor- 
a  tunate,  and  bad  indeed,  according  to  the 
a  Dialed  of  Exchange- Alley,  yet  are  not  al- 
"  ways  the  worft  Men  in  the  Nation.  The 
€i  Reafon  of  our  Behaviour  in  this  Point  is  ob- 
cc  vious  enough.  Every  Creditor  in  England 
w  has  the  Authority  of  an  abfolute  Prince 
"  over  his  poor  Servant  the  Debtor,  and  there 
"  are  very  few  fit  to  govern.  Qhyfok  is  ne- 
u  ceflary  to  repell  too  great  a  Redundancy 
"  of  Humours  in  the  Body,  and  the  human 
u  Pafiions  will  be  reftrained  by  nothing  but 
cC  wholefome  Laws  enforced  by  Power.    The 

Legt/Iathe 


Seafonable  Confiderations,  &c.  i  i 

4<  Legi/lative  Body  has  thought  fit  to  make  one 
"  Step  towards  a  Cure  of  this  national  Dif- 
"  eafe,  worthy  the  Reprefentatives  of  a  greatf 
"  free,  and  generous  ^People  ;  and  I  doubt  not 
"  but  the  Time  is  near  when  we  ihall  ftill 
*  act  more  in  Character/ 


I  could  not  abridge  this  Quotation  without 
doing  Injuftice  to  my  Subject,  which  may  be 
further  iliuftrated  by  an  Account  of  the  Con- 
teft  concerning  infolvent  Debtors,  which  began  See  T. 
to  divide  the  Senate  of  Rome  about  ajo  Tears  fo  Orat. 
after  the  Building  of  the  City,  and  was  after- Canulci. 
wards  agitated  to  fuch  a  Degree,    as  to  pro- 
duce one  of  the  molt  extraordinary  Revolu- 
tions that  ever   happened  in  that  Common- 
wealth, 


Upon  the  Extinction  of  the  Regal  Autho- 
rity, the  Roman  Senate  fucceeded  to  all  that 
Power,  which  had  been  fo  much  the  Object 
of  publick  Hatred  in  the  Hands  oiTarquin 
and  his  PredecefTors.  Power  and  Property 
wait  upon  each  other  ;  and  the  Execution  of 
all  Dignities  and  Offices,  both  Civil  and  Mili- 
tary, being  confined  to  the  Body  of  the  Senate 
by  the  Conftitution  of  the  Republick,  the  Ta- 
C  2  triclans 
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trictatis  foon  imbibed  the  Spirit  of  Royalty, 
and  it  became  one  of  the  chiefelt  Aims  of 
their  Policy,  to  hold  the  Commons  in  an  ex- 
treme Want  and  a  perpetual  Dependance. 


It  had  been  ufual,  when  the  Romans  were 
'uccefsful  againft  their  Enemies,  to  fell  one 
Part  of  the  conquered  Lands  to  rcimburfe 
the  Publick  for  the  Expence  of  the  War, 
£nd  to  divide  the  Reft  amongft  the  pooreit 
of  the  (Plebeians.  But  now,  under  one  Pre- 
text or  another,  the  Patricians  began  to  ap- 
propriate the  better  Part  of  thefe  Lands  to 
themfelves,  which,  in  Procefs  of  Time,  grew 
to  be  incorporated  with  their  paternal  Eftates, 
in  fuch  a  Manner  that  it  became  impoflible 
to  feparate  them,  without  throwing  the  Re- 
publick  into  the  moll  dangerous  Convulfions* 
Thus  by  an  infallible  Ufurpation  the  State 
was  defrauded  of  its  Revenue,  and  the  People 
lol):  their  Subfiftarice, 


But  the  Avarice  of  certain  Patricians  was  not 
ponfined  to  Ufurpations  of  this  Nature.  We 
are  told  that  even  in  Times  of  publick  Fa- 
mine ;  when  the  Poor  laboured  under  the  In- 
£pnveniencies   of  an  unfertile  Year,   or  an  Ir-* 

ruption 
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ruption  of  the  Enemy,  fome  of  the  mofl  weal- 
thy were  bafe  enough  to  take  tfie  Advantage 
offuch  a  Conjuncture  to  augment  their  Eftates, 
by  monopolizing  the  Grain,  and  felling  it  out 
again  at  immoderate  Prices.    Thus  the  poorer 
Sort  being  forced  to  have  Recourfe  to  the  Rich 
for  their  Subfiftence,  and  thelnterefl  of  Money 
not  being  fetled  by  any  Law,  Loans  were  made 
upon  Mortgages  at  fo  exceftive  a  Rate,  that  at  laft 
almofl  the  whole  Roman  Territory  came  to  be 
vefted  in  the  Order  of 'Patricians :  Nor  did  their 
Cruelty  flop  here  ;    for  it  being  at  this  Time 
permitted  by  the  Roman  Laws,  for  a  Creditor 
to  arrefl  the  Perfon  of  his  Debtor  upon  Default  ^       . 
of  Payment,  *  It  was  frequent  for  thefe  detefla-An  L.  *<5. 
ble  Ufurers,  to  feize  at  once  the  Father  of  a  ad  An.  7  85 
Family,  with  one  or  more  of  his  Children,  whom 
they  forced  to  ferve  in  their  Houfes  like  fo  ma- 
ny Slaves  + ,    and  the  mcrcilefs  Creditor  not  con-  \  V'fc 
tent  with  impofing  Servitude,  would  often  havej^'^  a* 
Recourfe  to  the  mofl  exquifite  Tortures,  in  or- 
der to  exact  both  Principal  and  Interefl.    The 
Eflate  of  the  Debtor  was  eat  up  by  accumulated, 
Interefl,  and  the  People  in  general,    under  the 
Colour  of  an  exact  Adherence  to  the  Laws,  and  \ 
an    impartial    Obfervation  of  Juflice,    were 
made  to  fuffcr  the  mofl  unjufl  and  grievous  Ty- 
ranny that  ever  State  was  afflicted  with. 


Fre- 
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Frequent  were  the  Mutinies  occafioned  in 
Rome,  for  more  than  twenty  Years  together,  by 
fo  ertael*  a  Treatment  of  the  common  People  • 
Various  were  the  Reafonings  during  all  that 
Time  in  the  Roman  Senate,  for  and  againft  a  Re- 
laxation of  the  Law  in  Favour  of  the  Infohent. 
At  lafl  the  Point  came  to  a  Deciiion  ;  for  a 
League  being  made  between  certain  neighbour, 
ing  States,  jealous  of  the  Progrefs  and  Gran- 
deur of  the  Roman  People,  and  News  being 
brought  that  the  Confederate  Army  was  on  its 
March  towards  Rome ;  the  wretched  ^Plebeians, 
inftead  of  running  to  their  Enfigns  with  their 
wonted  Alacrity,  now  abfolutely  refufed  to  be 
enrolled  for  the  Defence  of  a  City  in  which  they 
had  no  longer  any  Property. 


In  this  Extremity  the  Senate  had  Recourfe 

to  the  Creation  of  a  Diffator,  who  for  the  Time 

being,  was  inverted  with  an  abfolute  Authority> 

paramount  to  all  Laws  and  independant  of  the 

\  AVC    Senate.  This  high  Officer  was  Manias  Valerius, 

lit .  Liv. 'ofConfular  Dignity,  aged  above  feventy  Years> 

Dec.  iL'2-and  of  a  Family  from  which  the  People  had 

n    ii.ir  J  ,  l 

q*  nA  •    no  Reaion  to  apprehend  either  Pride  or  In- 
juftiee  ^. 

The 
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The  Difiator  was  no  fooner  entred  on  the 
Execution  of  his  Office,  than  he  convoked  an 
AfTembly  of  the  ^People,  to  whom  he  promifed 
entire  Satisfaction  of  all  their  Grievances,  fo 
fbon  as  the  Campagne  mould  be  ended;  and 
in  the  mean  Time,  by  Virtue  of  his  Sovereign 
Power,  he  declared  them  free  and  exempt  from 
all  Arrejl,  Suity  or  tyrocefs  at  Law ,  both  in 
their  Qerfons  arid  Ejlates.  This  adminiftred 
Hope  and  Confolation.  The  People  run  in 
Crouds  to  inlift  themfelves  for  the  publick  Ser- 
vice *i  Ten  compleat  Legions  were  raifed,  Six  *  ^  h,-^ 
of  which  were  given  to  the  two  Confuls,  and  the 
other  Four  took  the  Field .  under  the  Conduct 
of  the  Dictator.  The  Romans  marched  feveral 
Ways  to  meet  their  Enemies  ;  one  Part  of  the 
Confederates  were  defeated,  and  the  reft  re- 
duced to  beg  a  Peace,  which  they  obtained  by 
giving  up  a  Part  of  their  Country,  which  Vale- 
rius caufed  to  be  parcelled  out  with  great  E- 
quity  amongft  the  pooreft  of  the  Roman  Ci- 
tizens. 


In  the  mean  Time,  the  Senater  who  dreaded 
the  Return  of  the  Army,  leait  the  Soldiers 
fhould  extort  the  Performance  of  the  Di&ator's, 
Promifes,  fent  their  Orders  to  Valerius  and  the 
two  Confuls}  ftill  to  keep  the  Field  with  their 

Troop?, 
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Troops,  under  Pretence  tharthe  War  was  not 
yet  finifhed.  The  Confuls  obeyed;  but  the 
Di&ator,  whofe  Authority  was  independent  of 
the  Senate,  immediately  disbanded  his  Army, 
and  having  declared  his  Soldiers  abfolved  from 
the  Oath  they  had  taken  at  their  Enrollment,  to 
gi  re  a  further  Proof  of  his  Affection  for  the  Peo- 
ple, he  chofe  out  Four  Hundred  from  amongft 
the  moll  opulent  of  the  Plebeians,  whom  he 
tranflated  into  the  Order  of  Roman  Knights  : 
Which  being  done,  he  appeared  in  the  Senate  ^ 
and  required  that  they  fhould  difengage  him 
from  his  Promife,  by  an  Aft  for  abolijbing  the 
Debts  of  the  People.    . 


Upon  this  Occafion,  the  moft  ancient  and 
moll  noble  amongft  the  Patricians,  with  Ex- 
ception only  to  Claudius  Jppius,  were  for  com- 
plying with  the  Dictator.  But  this  Senator, 
at  the  Head  of  the  moll  wealthy,  and  of  the 
young  Men,  who  thought  every  Gonceflion  in 
Favour  of  the  People,  a  Diminution  of  the 
Honour  and  Authority  fof  the  Senate,  made  fo 
ftrong  an  Oppofition,  that  the  Dilator's  Pro- 
portion was  tumuituoufly  rejected,  and  He 
himfelf  indecently  reproached  with  too  great 
an  Affectation  of  Popularity  :  Nay,  they  went 
fo  far  as  to  infinuate,  that  if  his  Perfon  had 

not 
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not  been  above  the  Reach  of  the  Law,  by  Virf u  e 
or  his  Dignity,  they  would  have  called  him  to  an 
Account  for  disbanding  his  Forces  againfl  the 
Advice  and  Directions  of  the  Senate,  at  a  Time 
when  the  Enemies  of  the  Republick  were  ftill 
in  Arms.  But  the  venerable  old  Man,  difdaining 
their  Reproaches,  rofe  up  and  ipoke  ia  the  fol- 
lowing.Manner*     *  D.Hal.  ^ 


"  I  fee  very  well,  fays  he,  that  I  am  not  a- 

1  grecable  to  you  j  I  am  reproached  with  being 

(  too  popular  ;   may    the    Gods   ordain,   that 

"  thofe  who  fhall  fucceed  me  in  the  Defence 

i  of  the  Roman  (People  may  alfo  refemble  me 

"  in  Point  of  Moderation.     But  do  not  imagine 

'*  that  I  will  be  brought  to  deceive  the  Citizens, 

u  who  trufting  to  my  Affurances,  were  engaged 

a  to  take  Arms,  and  at  the  Expence  of  their 

a  Blood  have  lately  triumphed  over  your  Etie- 

u  mies*     A  foreign   War   accompanied  with 

li  civil  DirTentions,    induced  the  Republick  to 

"  honour  me  with  the  DicJatorflip.  We  are  now 

a  at  Peace  abroad,  and  I  am  hindered  from   e- 

u  flabling  Tranquility  at  Home  j  thus  my  Mi-* 

ic  niftry  becoming  ufelefs,  I  have  refolved  to 

"  abdicate  this  great  Dignity  :   I  had  rather  be 

u  a  Witnefs  of  civil  Difcord  as  a  private  Mart, 

"  than  with  the  Title  of  Dictator." 

D  This 


it 
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This  faid,  he  departed  briskly  out  of  the 
Senate ;  and  having  convened  an  AfTcmbly  of 
the  People,  he  appeared  before  them  with  all 
the  Marks  of  his  Dignity  ;  and  having  firft  re- 
turned his  Thanks  for  the  Cheerfulnefs  with 
Which  they  had  taken  Arms  under  his  Orders> 
and  commended  the  Bravery  they  had  mown 
againfl  the  common  Enemy.  "  You  have  in- 
"  deed,  continued  He,  like  good  Citizens  per- 
c<  formed  your  Duty,  and  I  ought  now  in  my 
H  Turn,  to  acquit  my  felf  of  the  Promife  I 
iC  made  You.  But  a  Cabal  more  powerful  than 
even  the  Authority  of  a  Ditfator,  prevents  the 
Effect  of  my  iincere  Intentions.  I  am  pub- 
ic  lickly  treated  as  an  Enemy  to  the  Senate  • 
H  my  Conduct  is  cenfured ;  It  is  imputed  to 
u  me  for  a  Crime  that  I  gave  you  leave  to  pil 
a  lage  the  Enemy,  and  much  more  that  I  dit 
u  charged  you  from  the  military  Oath  you 
iC  took  at  your  Enrolment.  I  know  in  what 
tt  Manner  I  ihould  have  refented  fuch  Injuries 
<c  in  the  Morning  of  my  Life  ;  but  an  old  Man 
"  of  above  Seventy  Years  of  Age,  is  of  little 
Ci  Confederation  ;  and  thus  as  I  can  neither  re- 
a  venge  my  felf  nor  do  you  Juftice,  I  voluntarily 
"  renounce  a  Dignity  which  is  ufelefs  to  you. 
<c  If  neverthelefs^  any  of  my  Fellow-Citizens 
"  thinks  he  has  Reafon  to  complain  of  the 
"  Non-performance  of  my  Promife,  I  freely 
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a  abandon  to  him  the  fhort  Thread  of  Life 
"  that  remains  with  me,  which  he  may  cut 
<c  afunder  at  his  Pleafure,  without  apprchend- 
u  ing  either  my  Complaints  or  Oppofition*   *  U  ibid 


The  Reader  will  imagine  this  Difcourfe  was 
heard   with    Refpecl:  and   Veneration,      The 
whole  Multitude  gave   the  Ditfator  the  Praifes 
that  were  due  to  him  ;   they  attended  him  to 
his   Houfe    with   as    great  Applaufe  as  if  he 
had    ordained   the   Abolition  of  their  Debts  ; 
the  Fury  of  the  Populace  is  turned  againft  the 
Senate^  by  whom  they  had  been  fo  often  de- 
ceived ;  the  angry  (Plebeians  aflemble  publickly  ; 
and  to  an  exafperated  Multitude  the  moll  vio- 
lent Councils  are  always  mofl  agreeable.    The 
whole   City   was   in   that  Kind    of  Confufion 
which  ufually  precedes  the  moil  extraordinary 
Revolutions ;  when  the  Confttlsy  who  yet  held 
a   good  Part    of  the  ^People  engaged  by  their 
military  Oath,  refohed  to  take  the  Field  by 
the  Advice  of  the  Senate^  upon  a  Pretence  that 
the  Enemy  was  in  Arms.      But  the  Soldiers 
having  penetrated  the  Artifice,  grew  mad  with 
Rage.    Some  of  the  mofl  forward  propofed  to 
affaffinate  the  two  Confuls  upon  the  Spot,  fa 
to  difengage  "themfelves  from   the  Oath  they 
bad  taken  to  obey  their  Orders/    But  the  wifer 

Sort 
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Sort  reprefenting  to  them  the  Impofiibility  of 
evading  the  Obligation  of  an  Oath,  by  the  Com- 
miffion  of  fo  heinous  a  Crime,  they  refolved 
to  free  themfelves  another  Way,  and  to  aban- 
don their  Country  in  Hopes  to  obtain  a  Settle- 
ment in  fome  Place,  where  if  they  did  not  find 
all  the  Advantages  that  Roman  Citizens  ought 
tp  enjoy,  they  mould  at  lead  be  free  from  the 
Perfecution  of  their  Creditors.  In  this  Deter- 
mination they  immediately  took  up  their  Co-* 
lours,  changed  their  Officers,  and  under  the 
*  AUG  Orders  and  Conduct  of  a  (Plebeian,  named 
2$  9.  Sicinius "Bellutus  * ,  they  retreated  from  Rome, 
li.  6.  '  anc*  encamped  on  an  Eminence  about  Three 
Jvliles  diftant  from  the  City,  which  the  Romans, 
afterwards  diftinguifhed  with  the  Title  of  Mons 
Sacra,  from  the  Importance  of  the  Conventions 
that  were  there  entered  into,  and  confirmed 
in  the  moil  folemn  Manner,  between  the  Senate 
and  the   People. 


This  was  that  famous  Defertion  which 
brought  on  a  general  Abolition  of  all  the  pri- 
vate Debts  in  the  Roman  State,  and  the  Crea- 
tion of  two  new  Magistrates  of  the  (plebeian 
Order,  who  were  fliled  Tribunes  of  the  (People, 
and  were  always  to  be  taken  from  amongit 
them,     Such  was  the  Effect  of  the  imperious 

Maxims 
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Maxims   of  Jppius  Claudius  *      The   whole   *  &*  * 

.     ^  ~  *      r>    1      vt  •     •  further 

Detail  of  this  Conteft,  and  of  the  Negotiations  Account 
that  were  managed  between  the  Senate  and  the   of  this 
Deferters,  when  encamped  upon  the  Mons  sacra,  ^  ,s  Rea&. 
may  be  found  in  D.  Halicawaffus,  Livy.  and  r,in&s  in 

/  ■  f  *"  Dion  Hal. 

other  Roman  Authors,  f  li  5  &  t. 

Dec.  1.I.2 

As  to   my  felf,  I  have  not  told  this  Story  D.Hall  6 
with  any   Intention  to  apply  it  in  the  Whole 
to  the  Community  of  Great-Britain.    I  know 
very  well  the  Commons  of  England  are  at  prp- 
fent  in  no  Danger  of  being  eat  up  by  the  cPa~ 
tricians,   whatever  may  have  been  their  Cir- 
cqmftances  formerly.    But  on  the  other  Hand, 
I  can  fee  no  material  Difference  between  the 
Condition    of  an  infohent  Debtor  in   England, 
carl  into  Prifon  and  fubje&ed  to  the  Tyranny 
of  a  Goaler,  and  that  of  the  Roman  Plebeian  • 
unlefs  it  be,  that  in  England  a  Prifoner  is  not 
(ftric~tly  fpeaking)  a  Slave  ;    he  may  fcile  him- 
felf  a  Free-Man  tho'  in  Bonds,  and  may  ftili 
enjoy  the  Privilege  of  palling  the  weary  Day 
in   fuch  a  Manner  as  He  himfelf  pleafes.    But 
He   is  much  more  effectually  loft  to  the  S-  - 
ciety,   and   is  of  far  lefs  Ilk  both  to  himfelf 
arid  his  Creditor,  than  the  Roman  plebeian  con- 
sidered even  in  the  Station  of  a  Slave. 

When 
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When  this  Abolition   of  private  Debts  took 
Place  amongft  the  Roman  cPeopkJ  they  were  in 
a  Manner  Strangers* to  all   Arts  and  Employ- 
ments except  War  and  Agriculture;  and  it  may 
he  faidj  that  Examples  taken  from  a  Country, 
where  the  Promotion   of  Commerce  and   the 
Frefervation  of  publick  Credit,  were  not  rec- 
koned  amongft  the  principal   Interefts  of  the 
State,  will  be  of  little  Ufe  to  determine  us  in 
the  Choice  of  what  is  fit  to  be  done  in  our  own. 
But,  fetting  arkle  all  Considerations  about  thofe 
that  are  now  aflually  in  Prifcn  amongft  us,  I 
will  venture  to  affirm,  that  the  Fear   of  fuch 
Treatment  as  may  be  expected  from  a   merci- 
lefs  Creditor,  which  was  what  induced  the  Ro- 
fjsansto  abandon  their  City,  will  be  as  power- 
ful  a  Motive  to    make  our   Artizans   fly  the 
Kingdom,   whenever  their  ill  Fortune  brings 
them  within  the  fame  Danger.     It  is  to  the  Ap- 
prehension of  perpetual  Imprifonment  that  we 
mull  in  a  great  Meafure  attribute  the  Flight 
of  fo  many  Englijh  Manufacturers,  and  Art  ills 
of  alHCinds,  as  of  late  Years  have  been  fcatter- 
ed   over  Europe.    To  thefe  Men  the  Mufcovites 
owe    their   Perfection  in    Ship-Building,    and 
without  their  Afliftance  all  the  unwearied  Ap- 
plication of  the  late  Czar  to  this  Purpofe  had 
been  ineffectual,    tyniffia,  is  in  a  Manner  indebt. 
ed  to   them  for  the  very  Rife  of  a  Woollen 

Manufactury  j 
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Manufadhiry;    as  France  is  for  the  great  Im- 
provements that  have  been  lately  made  in  Mill- 
tug)  Shearing,    and  other  Branches  of  it  in  that 
Kingdom. 


What  I  have  faid,  is  not  the  Effcd  of  mere 
Speculation,  or  any  Difpofition  for  making  bold 
Atfertions.  About  ten  Years  ago,  I  my  felf 
faw  the  Mufcovite  Fleet,  in  which  were  fever;! 
Ships  built  after  the  moft  perfect  Models ;  and 
I  am  fare,  there  is  not  an  Engli fn  Seaman  who 
has  been  ufed  to  the  Baltick,  that  will  not  join 
with  me  in  deploring  the  fevere  Caufe  that 
drove  our  Countrymen  to  Rttjfia,  by  whefe 
Direction  thofe  Ships  were  built ;  which  have 
enabled  the  Muscovites  to  lord  it  over  the  ar- 
dent naval  Powers  of  the  North,  and  have  more 
than  once  forced  England  into  a  large  Expencc 
in  order  to  keep  a  33allance  there,  which  it  is 
likely  enough  we  may  be  obliged  to  fubrnfc  to 
again. 

With  Refped  to  QriiJJia  I  am  very  well  af- 
fured,  that  no  longer  than  Seven  Years  ago 
His  Majejiy  of  that  Name,  had  above  Ten  Tbcti- 
fand  Weight  of  coarfe  Wool  in  his  Store-  houfes, 
which  was  fo  matted  together,  and  grown  (o 
hard  as   to    refut  the  common  Cards  ufed  in 

fcribbling 
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fcribbling  Wool,  and  was  therefore  thought 
ufelefs.  But*  upon  the  Arrival  of  an  Englijbmau 
at  Berlin,  who  from  hard  Circumftances  and 
the  Fear  of  a  Goal  was  glad  to  contract:  with 
the  QruJJian  Minijier  at  this  Court,  an  Engine 
was  invented  by  him,  with  which  all  the  afore- 
faid  Wool  was  opened  and  wrought  up  ;  and 
it  is  notorious,  that  the  King  of  tyruffia  doe3 
now  cloath  all  his  Army  with  his  own  Manu- 
factures, and  has  annually  large  Quantities  of 
Cloth  to  fpare,  which  His  Majefly  fells  to  the 
Muscovites,  very  much  to  the  Detriment  of  the 
northern  Parts  of  this  Kingdom. 


Laftly,  as  to  France,  I  might  appeal  to  feve- 
ral  honourable  Perfons  now  amongft  us,  to  fay 
what  Pains  were  taken  to  fend  Home  the  £//- 
glijh  Artizans,  that  were  enticed  thither  by  the 
Agents  of  the  famous  Mr.  Law.  Nor  was  it 
the  mere  Defire  of  Gain  that  tempted  thefe 
Workmen  abroad  ;  for  an  '  Englijhman  is  born 
with  a  ftrpng  Love  for  his  Country,  and  a  lau- 
dable Partiality  for  its  Cuftoms,  and  there  is 
not  one  Artizan  in  an  Hundred,  but  is  fo  much 
prepoffefTed  againft  the  foreign  Manner  of  Liv- 
ipo-  the  Inconveniences  of  an  arbitrary  Go- 
vernment, and  above  all,  the  ill  Faith  that  has 
been  praclifed  towards  fuch  Workmen  in  the 

ieveral 
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Several  Kingdoms  I  have  mentioned,  that  rio« 
thing  but  the  Dread  of  perpetual  Confinement 
at  Home  could  prevail  with  him  to  abandon 
his  Country   and  all  that  is  dear  to  him. 


A  great  many  moving  Things  might  be  faid 
in  this  Place  ;  but  I  chufe  to  convince  my 
Reader's  Understanding  rather  than  captivate 
his  Affections.  To  comprehend  rightly  what 
we  lofe  by  the  Flight  of  our  Workmen,  let 
us  only  confider  what  we  have  gained  by  the 
Reception  of  the  many  Refugees  that  have  from 
Time  to  Time  fled  to  us,  and  are  now  incor- 
porated with  the  Mafs  of  the  People.  It  is  to 
the  Walloons  and  French  that  we  owe  almofl  all 
our  Woollen  and  Silk  Manufactures  ;  and  the 
Defendants  of  thefe  Men,  who  are  warm  in 
the  Abhorrence  of  Church  Tyranny  and  arbi- 
trary Government,  will  perhaps  endure  the 
Worft  they  can  meet  with  here,  rather  than 
go  back  again  5  but  our  own  Countrymen,  who 
fee  and  feel  the  Severity  of  our  Laws  with 
Regard  to  Property,  and  have  only  heard  of 
foreign  Grievances  at  a  Diftance,  will  be  tempt- 
ed to  try  a  Change  in  Hopes  of  bettering  their 
Condition; 

E  Thus 
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Thus  far  I  think  it  has  not  been  amifs  for 
us  to  keep  the  Defertion  of  the  Romans  in 
our  Eye  :  But  if  the  Reader  ihould  not  be 
willing  to  admit  the  Ufe  of  any  Expedients^ 
that  may  be  grounded  upon  the  Practice  of  a 
State  whofe  Policy  and  Interefts  were  fo  dif- 
ferent from  our  own,  he  mull  then  from  the 
contrary  Reafon  admit  the  Force  of  Example 
in  the  Government  of  Holland, 

The  Fate  of  fuch  miferable  Men  as  now 
languifh  in  our  Prifons  may  deferve  our  Com- 
panion ;  but  the  Hazard  of  lofing  Numbers 
of  our  People  from  the  Apprehenfion  of  per- 
petual Imprifonment,  is  of  far  greater  Confe- 
quence,  and  calls  for  all  our  Addrefs  and  Ten- 
dernefs,  in  framing  a  Law  which  may  obviate 
this  Danger,  and  be  a  fianding  Relief  and  Con- 
folation  to  fuch  as  through  Misfortunes  jhall 
become  truly  infohent. 

In  Order  to  this,  the  foregoing  Parallel 
between  England  and  Holland,  both  which  de- 
pend fo  much  upon  a  trading  Intereft,  as  to 
be  each  others  Rivals  in  almoft  every  Branch 
of  Traffick,  feems  to  deferve  a  ferious   Con- 

fideration; 
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fideration  ;  and  I  confefs  it  has  fo  much  Weight 
with  mc,  that  I  cannot  help  joining  Wifhes 
with  the  Author  of  Batavia  Illuflrata,  that  we 
may  fpeedily  fee  a  Redrefs  of  thofe  Calamities, 
which  he  has  touched  in  fo  juft  and  feeling 
a  Manner. 


Finis 


